
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Dear Brother Knights: 

Vivat Jesus! 

As the Season of Lent progresses, I wish you all the blessings of the season. If you have not yet 

reflected on the message of repent and renew, there is still time. 

March 

We have had a very busy month of March at the council. Once again, stormy weather interfered 

with our monthly meeting, the second month in a row. For March we did not cancel, we 

postponed. I am grateful to PGK Ron Hadley filling in for both the Grand Knight and the Deputy 

Grand Knight.   

Thanks also to PGK Tom Harkins for the excellent dinner prepared for the meeting, and thanks 

to Seamus Mulligan for his contribution to our knowledge of Irish cultural influence in North 

America. Seamus is President of the Irish Cultural Center in Canton and a radio personality on 

WROL Sundays at 2:00 PM. 

Seamus’ message to us was an important one and for all who were unable to be present, I want 

to recap some of his insights. 

The talk began on the life of St. Patrick. Seamus wanted everyone to understand what an 

extraordinary man he was and the power of his message. 

Seamus went on to describe the lives of two great Americans, both born in Ireland, about 50 

years apart. These were persons who lived the message of St. Patrick in different ways but with 

powerful effect, Fr. McGiveny, the founder of the Knights and Fr. Payton, the Rosary Priest. 

Both have started on the road to sainthood and will probably be canonized in the near future.  
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Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, truly present in the 

Holy Eucharist,  

I place my trust in you! 



Fr. McGivney was from a very poor family of 13 children. Only 7 survived the deprivation of their 

status. Father himself was ill and had to go to Canada for seminary training. Later he was sent 

to Baltimore and then New Haven. His ministry to the poor families, especially those suffering 

death of the breadwinner, resulted in the founding of the Knights of Columbus. We are 

privileged to be members and in honor of his legacy, devote time and effort to charitable 

causes. 

Father Peyton, a Holy Cross Father, learned love of the rosary as a youngster growing up in 

Ireland through family prayer. He founded a movement, Father Payton’s Family Rsary Crusade, 

that was very popular in the recent past in our country’s history, It used all the means of 

communication available in the late part of the 20th century and became a worldwide 

phenomena. There is a great story on Fr. Payton in the current issue of Columbia magazine. I 

urge everyone to take a look and learn more about him. Also the Father Peyton Center is at 

Stonehill College in Easton and is surely worth a visit. Perhaps Father Peyton is calling us to 

return to the rosary and devotion to the Blessed Mother in our lives in the 21st century. Let’s 

reflect on that.   

 

The St. Patrick’s dinner and dance was outstanding this year and many thanks to Bob 

Timmerman, Paul Whyte, Martin Kerrigan, Ted Harrigan and all the helpers for a great event. 

Ted wrote a beautiful report and I bring it to you in the following. 

Another successful St. Patrick’s Day Dinner-Dance was held on March 10: live band and 
dancing, step dancers, and a boiled dinner of corned beef, potatoes, turnips, carrots, parsnips 
and cabbage once again lovingly prepared by Paul Whyte and Martin Kerrigan.  Many patrons 
brought pastries, trifles and other goodies to load the front tables after the main course was 
cleared.  Lots of raffle tickets were sold, and many lucky winners had their choice of prizes.  
Paul Whyte, Martin Kerrigan and Bob Timmerman were not only the organizers and driving 
force of this event, but the chief laborers.  Each contributed several days hard work in planning, 
hall setup, food purchase and prep, decoration, takedown and cleanup.  The Council and the 
schools owe them a great debt of gratitude.  Thanks also to other Knights and friends who 
pitched in to help:  Peter Meade, Rob Timmerman, Beth Timmerman, Paul Deeley, Bill Topham, 
Bob Devine, Bob Payer, Mark and Dan Warner, Ted Harrigan, Chris Kent, Celine Kerrigan, 
Betsy Harrigan, and Mary Hennigan.  Hope I’ve missed no one.    
The ticket price was $30 per person, same as last year.  We had 111 paying guests.  Three 
clergy attended also: Msgr. Frank McGann, Fr. David Michael and Fr. Derek Borek.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We also received a report from Marty Cunniff on the March Briarwood birthday celebration. 
Thanks Marty and all who help our older community members. Sounds like the St. Patrick’s Day 
theme came in handy at Briarwood. 

 

  

 

We had a great turnout yesterday of both residents and singers for St. Patrick's Day.  Lots of 

Irish music and fun. (And a great cake.) 

 

Present were: 

 

Bill Dermody, John Bronski,,Bob Van Sickle, Jack Gurkin, Tony DiMatteo, Bill Meisner, Ted 

Harrigan, Bill Whitney, Margaret Pobywylo, Paul Bacigalupo, Jim Healy, Paul Whyte, 

JimTierney, Dan Brennan, Debra Lovett, Myself 

 

(Hope I didn't miss anybody.) 

 

In April we go on the 21st. 

 

God Bless, 

Marty Cunniffe 

Hopefully, you have seen probably seen publicity for our scholarship program, great work by 

Ken Gustin. The committee is inviting all the participants and their parents to dinner at our June 

meeting and the winners will be announced. Put that on your calendar now. There will be a lot of 

youthful energy at the hall on that occasion. Great work by Bill Dermody and the committee to 

get the College Scholarship program up and running. 

April  

Thanks to Ted Harrigan for his leadership in running the Men’s Discussion Group each first 

Saturday. Plan to attend the next gathering on April 7. 

The April meeting will be on April 4. We look forward to a great turnout, as our speaker will be 

Bishop Bob Reed, Regional Bishop of the Western Region and Chair of Diocesan 

Communications. It is a great honor for our council to welcome Bishop Reed to our Hall. He is a 

great speaker and a wonderful priest and bishop.  

We need a good turnout for this event, so please put it on your calendar now. Chris Kent will be 

chef for the evening and he promises a great meal. Additionally, we want the hierarchy of the 

diocese to be aware of the great fraternal and charitable spirit of the Daniel Kennedy Council of 

Needham. 

Big event coming up in April: trivia night for our own brother Matt Ching’s family. Thanks to 

brothers PGK Mike Riley and PGK Bob Timmerman for their leadership on this event. It’s on 

April 28. Please go to the website for directions. You need to purchase tickets in advance. 

Hopefully you will be able to come with friends, but if you have a schedule conflict, buy a ticket 

anyway. We need to support the Ching boys educational fund. 

 



New Initiatives 

We have been requested by Supreme to nominate a member and his spouse to be the 

designated couple to coordinate evangelization activities of our council. The Knights would like 

each council to designate a “Building the Domestic Church Chaircouple”. The couple would be 

responsible for coordination of council activities with our parishes and help the entire family to 

better understand their Catholic faith and put that faith into practice every day. It sounds like a 

very important and challenging assignment, but one of great impact. Let me know if you and 

your spouse would be interested in volunteering. You will be in contact with the Fraternal 

Mission Office of the Supreme Council. 

We have had interest from both Needham pastors for the Knights help in supporting the 

parishes in outreach.This is a critical role and I urge you to prayerfully consider it. 

The Knights of Columbus pamphlets in the vestibule at St. Barts and St. Joseph have proven to 

be a big hit. We are replenishing some of the titles and are very pleased to know our fellow 

parishioners have taken the opportunity to read inspirational messages from some prominent 

contemporary writers. If you hear of any feedback, pass it on and we will share it. 

 

Sick and vigil 

Please keep brother Fr. John McGlaughlin in your prayers. He is undergoing tests for serious 

health issues. 

 

Charity 

The council has been very generous this year supporting a number of causes and I am very 

grateful for the generosity. We need to continue to consider needs that are very compelling from 

a Christian and societal standpoint. 

A. Support for Puerto Rico is an ongoing need. We just sent a $1000 check to Catholic 

Charities of Puerto Rico. This is the second donation from the Council, but must keep in 

mind that the needs are great. The people are suffering and forcing people to leave for 

the mainland does not sound like a humanitarian solution. Thanks for all you have done. 

 

B. The Knights of Columbus have been very successful in supporting Iraqi Christians. 

Christian families have been decimated, driven from their villages and persecuted by 

ISIS. Currently the life of Iraqi Christians is dire, but improving. The Knights of Columbus 

are one of the few organizations that have been effective in delivering aid to Christians 

on the ground. We have been receiving regular appeals to help in this effort, and I think 

we should consider how best to respond within our limitation, but nevertheless meeting 

our responsibilities as Christians and Catholics. Please give this issue some thought and 

let’s decide how we can participate most effectively.    

 

C. The Little Sisters of the Poor will be having their annual fundraising dinner on May 19. 

Please consider joining Cardinal Sean and the Little Sisters at the 4:30 Mass at the Jean 

Jugan residence in Somerville and the dinner at 6:00. The Sisters are dedicated to 



assisting the elderly poor in our communities. Also the residence has space available if 

anyone is aware of an elderly poor member of the community in need of either skilled 

nursing or rest home care (assisted living). If you have interest, please contact me at 

deeleypaulj@gmail.com. 

 

Membership.  

Consider inviting prospective members to our upcoming meetings. I’m sure there are many men 

in our circles that would enjoy the charity, unity and fraternity of our order. 

Many thanks to Ron Hadley for his leadership. Keep in mind that new members will help us 

invigorate and expand our work and continue the great efforts of our council over the years. 

Invite your family members, neighbors, fellow parishioners to consider membership. It’s every 

member’s responsibility to build up our council and thereby improve our parish life, our faith and 

our community.  

Due to bad weather and other reasons, some of our prospective members have delayed their 

entrance in to the Order. The April meeting will be a good time to bring all prospective members. 

With a little effort, we could have 5 or 6 new members in the month. 

 

Note that all of our events, with times and other details, are on the council website, 

www.needhamkofc.org. We also have a facebook page, please connect and like us. Thanks to 

Ken Gustin for these communication improvements. They will help us in many ways, especially 

increasing our visibility in the community and gaining new membership.  

 

* * * 

 

As I write we come up to Holy Week. I wish for all a prayerful remembrance of Jesus suffering 

and death. 

Next week we celebrate Easter, the Season of Hope, where God conquers evil. Blessings and 

happy Easter to all.   

Fraternally, 

Paul 

Grand Knight 

http://www.needhamkofc.org/

