
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Dear Brother Knights: 

Vivat Jesus! 

Happy Easter all. As I write, winter remains with us, but the promise of spring and warm weather 

is at hand. As Catholics, the Easter season is our time to enjoy and exult in the joys of our faith 

and saving message of the risen Christ. Further we are close to May, the month of honor for the 

Blessed Mother in whom we place great trust. 

April 

The April meeting of our council was a great success. Bishop Reed was an excellent guest. He 

spoke movingly about some of the themes that the Knights have been championing. Thanks to 

Bishop Reed for the honor of his presence at our hall. Contributing also to the meeting were 

Chris and Jan Kent who prepared a delicious dinner. Many thanks. 

For those who could not attend, Bishop Reed, accompanied by great graphics, spoke about our 

responsibility as Catholics to model our faith to the community. Using an interesting metaphor of 

keeping your blinkers on, he asked that we assure that our lives portrayed to the community at 

large, show the direction we are headed, so everyone knows our motivation. He gave a number 

of suggestions, taken from the life of Pope Francis on how to live: to value each person, to seek 

the lost person, to be joyful, to be kind, to honor the disabled and a number of others. Giving a 

brief summary does not do justice to his talk, but I wanted to convey some of his thoughts. We 

very much appreciate his presence and, as Knights, try to live the values he discussed. 

At our formal meeting Ron Hadley presented four candidates for entrance to our order.  

Thanks for Ron’s leadership. Later in the month, Ron led a first degree ceremony in our hall and 

we welcomed four new members, Ed Cosgrove, Bob Lovezzola, Joe Neder and Bob Parks. 

Welcome to these new members and all new members this year. We are happy to have you on 
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board. I invite you to become active in our council by joining in our projects or starting new 

projects. There are many ways to live the values of the Knights of Columbus. 

To members new and old, we can all invite our neighbors, friends, family members, fellow 

parishioners to join our council. There are many that will join us if they receive an invitation from 

someone they know. So let’s keep Ron busy as membership chair bringing in some new 

members each month. Four a month is the new bogey, and we will all enjoy the fraternity and 

friendship. 

At our meeting, we approved the purchase of new chairs for our hall. The finances are fine this 

year, so we are taking the opportunity to refresh some of the furniture. 

Soon, it will be time for the Briarwood gathering a signature event in our calendar and following 

is a message from Marty. Thank you Marty for your faithfulness to this ministry. 

Hello All, 
 
We will be going to Briarwood this Saturday, the 21st starting at 2:00PM to 'entertain' the 
residents with old songs and celebrate April birthdays with some cake, etc.  We will be done 
at 3:00. Its a good time and the residents enjoy this hour. I know some will be busy for vacation 
week but, if you are available, please come.  You won't regret it. 
 
God Bless. 
 
Marty Cunniffe 
 

The big news of the month is yet to come, trivia night for the benefit of the Ching family 

education fund on Saturday April 28. Many thanks to Chris Kent, Mike Riley and Bob 

Timmerman co-chairs for their leadership. Our brother Matt is dealing with a lot, so this is our 

opportunity to show brotherhood in lifting some of the burden of raising a family as a single 

parent. Our co-chairs need full participation from the council membership to pull off a sold out 

evening. Please come on Friday or Saturday to help out with setup, food prep, etc. Let one of 

the co chairs know of your availability. Also we need help on the night of the event and cleanup. 

Many hands will make light work. If you are able, consider a cash donation. There will be many 

community members present that may not know the Knights of Columbus, so let’s show our 

best for our brother Matt, whose burden we share. Many thanks to all. 

We received great feedback from the men’s discussion group held on the first Saturday. Thanks 

to DGK Ted Harrigan for his leadership. All are encouraged to join on the first Saturday of each 

month. It’s a great chance to discuss spiritual topics with fellow men from the community. 

A number of members attended the Lantern Award dinner of the Massachusetts State Council 

where Bishop Reed was honored. Congratulations to a very deserving candidate. There was a 

great turnout of Knights and clergy to honor Bishop Reed. The Needham council was well 

represented in the audience and our own PGK Mike Riley served as Master of Ceremonies. 

Great job Mike. It must be great fun to be in charge of the lineup of Church and K of C 

celebrities. You handled everything with aplomb.  

 



The Knights of Columbus pamphlet racks in both St. Bartholomew and St. Joseph Churches 

have proved to be quite popular. The initial stock has been depleted so we bought another 

round of refills and DGK Ted Harrigan refilled each rack. We are pleased that the brochures 

have found an audience and we would be grateful for any feedback. Council leadership is 

confident that the pamphlets are well worth the expenditures. It is a good way for the council to 

help our fellow parishioners inform themselves on matters of faith and morals in our time. 

Thanks to the leadership of Ken Gustin and Ted Harrigan in making this information available. 

Also during the month we formed a nominating committee for leadership nominees for next 

fraternal year. Chaired by DGK Ted Harrigan, members include Dan Brennan and Mario Clavell. 

The committee will present a slate of nominees to the council at our May meeting and there will 

be votes in May and June. If you wish to serve in a leadership role, please contact Ted or one of 

the members of the Committee. Thanks to the committee members for their service. 

Needham Council was top 15 in the State on the Tootsie Roll Drive. Great job Tom Fern and all 

who participated. Caring for the disabled has to be a priority for every Christian, especially a 

member of the Knights. Many thanks and congratulations brothers for a successful drive. Let us 

know if there are needs in our community. 

 

May 

Our May meeting is Wednesday May 2. Dinner is at 6:30. Chefs this month are Dan Brennan 

and Paul Baciagalupo. Word on the street is that Paul has professional chef experience. I 

believe it is Paul’s debut, so we look forward to dinner with Dan and Paul. Fair warning guys, 

the bar is high. The last few months have been outstanding, so bring the A game. Also brothers, 

we need a good turnout to honor the chefs. 

We will have the free throw contest participants and their families as guests. Thank you to Ryan 

Sullivan and his helpers, as well District Deputy Brian Choate, for a great effort on the free throw 

competition. This is a long standing event for our council and I appreciate the efforts of our 

membership to continue the tradition. It is a good way to connect to the youth of our community. 

On May 13, there will be a celebration for the Blessed Mother and our council at St. Joseph’s 

Church at the 9:30 Mass. I request all brothers to attend and participate as a group in the 

ceremony. We will have the traditional crowning of the Blessed Mother by the first communicant 

class. Normally the Knights carry the statue, but Chair Ted Harrigan is adding a new feature this 

year. We plan to encourage fathers of the communicants to step up and volunteer to carry the 

statue. Our role will be to march in the procession and attend mass as a group. I ask all to 

attend. Even if you normally go to another mass, please adjust your schedule on the 13th. Also if 

you regularly attend mass at St. Barts, adjust the schedule on this one day so we have a great 

turnout. Next year we will have the Knights of Columbus Mass at St. Bart’s so we will even up. 

This is our opportunity to demonstrate our visibility to the larger community and give St. Joseph 

fathers and other men a reason to consider membership. Please make an extra effort for our 

council and the Blessed Mother, in whom we place trust and confidence. Also, the crowning of 

Mary is such a great retro celebration. It brings back great memories. 

 

 



June 

The June meeting will feature our scholarship program participants. Everyone who participates 

in the program will be invited with their parents to our dinner meeting Our guest speaker will be 

Vaughn Williams, Associate Athletic director at Boston college and a Needham resident. 

Winners of the scholarships will be announced at the meeting. Ken Gustin will be our volunteer 

chef. Should be a great fun meeting and the final meeting before summer break, so please try to 

be present. Great work by Bill Dermody and the committee to get the College Scholarship 

program up and running. 

New Initiatives 

We have been requested by Supreme to nominate a member and his spouse to be the 

designated couple to coordinate evangelization activities of our council. The Knights would like 

each council to designate a “Building the Domestic Church Chaircouple”. The couple would be 

responsible for coordination of council activities with our parishes and help the entire family to 

better understand their Catholic faith and put that faith into practice every day. It sounds like a 

very important and challenging assignment, but one of great impact. Let me know if you and 

your spouse would be interested in volunteering. You will be in contact with the Fraternal 

Mission Office of the Supreme Council. 

We have had interest from both Needham pastors for the Knights help in supporting the 

parishes in outreach. This is a critical role and I urge you to prayerfully consider it. 

 

Charity 

The council has been very generous this year supporting a number of causes and I am very 

grateful for the generosity. We need to continue to consider needs that are very compelling from 

a Christian and societal standpoint. 

A. Support for Puerto Rico is an ongoing need. We recently sent a $1000 check to Catholic 

Charities of Puerto Rico. This is the second donation from the Council, but must keep in 

mind that the needs are great. The people are suffering and forcing people to leave for 

the mainland does not sound like a humanitarian solution. Thanks for all you have done. 

 

B. The Knights of Columbus have been very successful in supporting Iraqi Christians. 

Christian families have been decimated, driven from their villages and persecuted by 

ISIS. Currently the life of Iraqi Christians is dire, but improving. The Knights of Columbus 

are one of the few organizations that have been effective in delivering aid to Christians 

on the ground. We have been receiving regular appeals to help in this effort, and I think 

we should consider how best to respond within our limitation, but nevertheless meeting 

our responsibilities as Christians and Catholics. Please give this issue some thought and 

let’s decide how we can participate most effectively.    

 

C. The Little Sisters of the Poor will be having their annual fundraising dinner on May 19. 

Please consider joining Cardinal Sean and the Little Sisters at the 4:30 Mass at the Jean 

Jugan residence in Somerville and the dinner at 6:00. The Sisters are dedicated to 

assisting the elderly poor in our communities. Also the residence has space available if 



anyone is aware of an elderly poor member of the community in need of either skilled 

nursing or rest home care (assisted living). If you have interest, please contact me at 

deeleypaulj@gmail.com. 

 

Membership.  

Consider inviting prospective members to our upcoming meetings. I’m sure there are many men 

in our circles that would enjoy the charity, unity and fraternity of our order. 

Many thanks to Ron Hadley, membership chair, for his leadership.  

 

Note that all of our events, with times and other details, are on the council website, 

www.needhamkofc.org. We also have a facebook page, please connect and like us. Thanks to 

Ken Gustin for these communication improvements. They will help us in many ways, especially 

increasing our visibility in the community and gaining new membership.  

 

* * * 

 

Our April theme is Mercy and Forgiveness. We have many reminders of the theme especially 

since the beginning of the Pontificate of Francis, some of which was recounted by Bishop Reed. 

Remember Jesus instructed his disciples to forgive, not 7 times but 77 times, a symbolic 

number that represents a willingness to forgive without limit. Jesus is telling his disciples to love 

unconditionally be being merciful. There is no more hopeful promise or blessing than the 

scripture passage from Matthew’s gospel, “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown 

mercy.”   

Fraternally, 

Paul 

Grand Knight 

http://www.needhamkofc.org/

