
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Dear Brother Knights: 

Vivat Jesus! 

At this time of year, we have so many things to celebrate, I will have to spread out the thoughts 

through this month’s letter. I’d like to start with Marriage Sunday, last weekend. If you are 

married, now is a good time to reflect on your marriage and commitment and make it strong and 

fruitful. Our faith honors marriage and family and we need to seek that support and build up our 

chosen vocation. In a way it ties in to Valentines Day, another recently celebrated. and very 

popular occasion. I learned recently from Seamus Mulligan that St.Valentine’s remains are 

reserved in an Irish church. Valentines Day is widely celebrated in Ireland, and many seek to be 

married in that church on Valentines Day or to seek St. Valentines help in becoming married. Of 

course, Valentine is an Italian, Valentino, so it’s really an international celebration. More on 

Seamus Mulligan further in the newsletter. 

Also Lent will start on March 1, so I encourage all to plan ahead. For now, I’m sticking with 

Msgr. McGann’s two word summary,” repent and renew”. Let’s all do our part to repent and 

renew during the Holy Season of Lent this year. More on some Lenten events at our hall this 

year further on. Msgr. is now living in Regina Cleri and continues his healing. Please keep him 

in your prayers. Further, I will describe our plans to do an ice cream social at Regina Cleri to 

honor retired priests of the Archdiocese. It will be a great opportunity for our members to visit 

retired priests and to see and join up with Msgr. McGann and wish him well.  

 

February 

We started February with a great joint event in our hall with the Evangelization Committees of 

both St. Joseph and St. Bartholomew Parishes. The topic was discussion of the book, “The 

Biggest Lie in the History of Christianity.” by Matthew Kelly. Ken Gustin reported that it was well 
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Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, truly present in the 

Holy Eucharist,  

I place my trust in you! 



attended with over 50 people from the parishes as well as the general public. Great job Ken. It is 

an honor and privilege for us to be able to help out the parish efforts to bring our faith to the 

public square. Following is Ken’s report on the event. 

Worthy Grand Knight, 
 

I'm pleased to report that Thursday night's Book Discussion based on Matthew Kelly's, 
"The Biggest Lie in the History of Christianity" was a great success.  We had 50+ people 
come to the hall with an even mix of men and women.  Father Peter Stamm, our 
Chaplain, did a fine job leading the group based on a battery of thought provoking 
discussion questions he had prepared for the evening.  We had people from both Saint 
Joe's and Saint Bart's plus a number of people from other parishes who heard about it 
on Catholic radio. 

 
The collaborations with the Evangelization Committees have been very well received 
and are putting us in front of prospective members.  The committees have also 
expressed interest in doing another Bible Study during Lent as well as a Catholic Trivia 
Night.   

 
Vivat Jesus! 

 
Ken Gustin  

 

Shortly thereafter, thanks to the hard work of many, the Super Bowl party was a blow out 

success. It was Pat’s mania and all had a great time. Our seminarians will be the beneficiaries 

of the success of the party. Our chair, Bob Timmerman, and his great committee really came 

through for us. Thanks to Bob and all who helped out and to all who came to enjoy the evening. 

It was great fun and the food was delicious. The chili contestants offered some unique offerings 

and we all hope that event will be repeated in parties to come. There were a lot of happy 

winners of squares, TV and raffle prizes. We appreciate all who participated, and gave of their 

time and shared prizes, gift certificates and other fine food and drink.  

It was especially fun to welcome two of our seminarian recipients, Deacon Paul Wargovich and 

Patrick O’Connor. to the party. Their participation was great camaraderie, but also a reminder of 

their commitment on our behalf to priesthood. Many thanks to both. 

Bob Timmerman reminded us that is the 23rd annual party at our Hall for the benefit of 

seminarians. Great record all. In Super Bowl terms that would be XX!!!. 

The Seminarian and Vocations Committee will meet shortly to discuss the recipients of the 

proceeds. Further study is being undertaken under the leadership of Dan Kennedy, Chair of the 

Committee. We will be able to support a number of seminarians at St. John’s Seminary and also 

give a donation to the US Military Archdiocese for support for future chaplain seminarians as a 

result of the great job by all of you.  

Finally our meeting came the following week and it was a great Fr. Daniel Kennedy Council 

meeting. Following a fine dinner (from super bowl leftovers) provided by Ken Gustin and Chris 

Kent, we introduced Father Dan Hennessey to our members. Father Dan is Director of 

Vocations for the Archdiocese. He expressed gratitude for our support of seminarians, updated 

us on the state of the priesthood studies at the Seminaries, and gave a reflection on the current 



environment for young men considering priesthood. Father reported that there are 65 men 

preparing for priesthood and this year 14 will be ordained in May, 2019, including our own 

deacon Paul Wargovich. He acknowledged that the news lately on the Catholic Church has not 

been helpful, but that men were still seeking to determine if they have a vocation to priesthood. 

We very much appreciate Father Dan’s visit and sharing. 

At our formal meeting we opened with an award ceremony for individual awards that come with 

the recent Star Council presentation made last month by Past State Deputy Paul Sullivan. We 

very much appreciate Paul’s presence and being a very gracious guest. The following were 

honored with appropriate pins for their contributions to earning the Star council award: 

Membership Chair Ron Hadley, Deputy Grand Knight Ted Harrigan and PGK Bob Timmerman. 

Congratulations all and congratulations to all members. Everyone has played a part in this 

achievement.  The plaque is now hanging on our walls and will continue to remind us to build up 

our Council and share our values of charity, unity and fraternity. 

At our recent leadership meeting we discussed ways of boosting up our new member rolls. One 

idea was to sign up at St. Joseph parish to help with the coffee and donuts, once a month. The 

purpose is to gain publicity and get to know young fathers that may have an interest in joining 

us. We needed two volunteers and Chris Kent and Bill Dermody have volunteered to lead the 

effort. The idea would be for K of C members to join in at coffee time after the 9:30 Mass at St. 

Joseph Parish and get to know the fathers that come regularly and let them know about the 

Knights. We are also working on more visibility in the middle school and grammar schools in 

order to be sure the fathers of our parish school students are aware of our presence. Many 

thanks to Principals Charlotte Kelly and Jay MacDonald. 

We are planning on conducting a second and third degree ceremony at our Hall on March 24. 

All that have not attained 3rd degree should put the date on your calendar and be fully inducted 

in our Order. It’s been some time since we have hosted a degree so I am pleased that district 

District Deputy Brian Choate has chosen Fr. Daniel Kennedy Council. It will be an opportunity to 

also welcome members from other neighboring councils, so I hope a good number of our 

membership can participate. Please let Ron Hadley know if you can help out and show our 

hospitality to fellow knights. 

On May 3 at 1:00 PM, we are scheduled to have an ice cream social for retired priests of the 

Archdiocese at the Regina Cleri Residence, 60 William O’Connell Way, Boston MA. It is a nice 

opportunity to express our thanks to the men who have been priests for many years and now 

live in retirement, some with various ailments that come with advanced age. The ice cream 

service is not difficult and I hope for many volunteers. If you are available at !:00 PM on a Friday 

in May and will be willing to lead the event, please let me know. The men enjoy our company 

and look forward to talking baseball and other fun subjects.  

 Many thanks to Brother Dan Brennan for leading a team of 5 members that served 185 dinners 

at Father Bill’s Shelter. Another event is planned for March 23, where the council will prepare 

lunch. If interested in helping out, contact Dan Brennan. 

Let’s all work toward a society in which homes like Father Bill’s are no longer needed. While we 

are not yet there, stepping up and showing empathy and concern for the less fortunate is a very 

Christian, K of C thing to do. Great job folks and thanks Dan for your leadership. 

 



We had a big turnout for the Briarwood birthday celebrations on Saturday, February 16.. Thanks 

to Marty for his faithfulness and leadership. The Briarwood guests love the old tunes and 

Margaret, our accompanist does a great job. We appreciate all the brothers that turn out 

faithfully to honor the elderly in our community. Following is Marty’s report for February: 

We had a tremendous turnout today at Briarwood.  
 
Present were: 
 
Mike Guarin 
Ted Harrigan  
Dan Brennan  
Deborah Lovett 
Bob Lovazzolla 
Chris Kent  
Margaret Pobywajlo  
Jack Gurkin  
Bill Dermody  
Brian Rose 
Jan Paul von Wentz  
Bob Mullen 
Bill Meisner 
John Kostuk 
 
In addition , we also had members of Boy Scout troop 49 in Norwood. Present were Tim 
and Ben (Mike Guarin's sons) and Liam and Christopher along with mothers, Denise 
and Karen (Mike's wife).  
 
Next month we go on the 16th again, so there will be lots of Irish songs. 
 
Thanks to all and God Bless. 
 
Marty Cunniffe 

 

 

 

We had a recent meeting of the Scholarship Committee and decided to offer two $1,000 

scholarships to rising seniors of Catholic parishes this year. Full details about eligibility are on 

the website. We had additional funds from our very successful wine and cheese tasting and 

these will be allocated to St Joseph parish schools to assist them to help parents in need of 

funds for tuition. It may be surprising in Needham, but the schools do have situations that extra 

funds can help parents resolve. Many thanks to all that helped, attended and contributed. Many 

thanks also to our scholarship committee, Tom Harkins, Bob Parks, Chris Kent and Chair Bill 

Dermody.  Our support for education, especially Catholic education, is important both financially 

and symbolically. We are fortunate to be able to offer Catholic education in our community and it 

is very deserving of our support. 



 

PGK Tom Harkins is heading up a new social event that I think will be quite popular, a craft beer 

tasting. The event will be on Friday night, May 3 at 6:00 PM. Put the date on your calendar. 

Adam Centamore will be our presenter and he did a great job for us at the wine tasting, so we 

can look forward to a tasty, learning experience. Tom is planning on tasting 6 beers, with some 

accompanying, recommended food items, paired with the different beers 

We plan to dedicate the proceeds to scholarships so we can continue to contribute to the 

education of our young people.. If you are interested in getting on the committee, please contact 

Tom. 

 

March  

 

March comes up quickly. Keep in mind our Men’s Discussion Group meets at 7:00 AM, starting 

with coffee and cake at 6:30 AM on March 2. DGK Ted Harrigan has shown great leadership 

and faithful stewardship for this event monthly on the first Saturday. Thanks Ted for your 

service. All are invited. It’s a great opportunity to discuss scripture with other men in a convivial 

environment. 

March is traditionally the time to honor Irish Culture in America. We will be no different at our 

March meeting on March 6, also Ash Wednesday this year. Our dinner speaker will be Seamus 

Mulligan, a presenter at WROR. Seamus is also President of the Board of the Irish Cultural 

Center. His topic will be Irish culture in America and rumor has it that he has lots of stories to 

tell. He is especially interested in the process of the canonization of our founder Fr. McGivney. 

Should be an interesting evening. So come and enjoy the fraternity. Dinner at 6:30, featuring the 

long time chef team of Tom Harkins and Bob Payer. In keeping with the Lenten aspect, it will be 

a light meal and no dessert. It will be a good sacrifice for all. 

This would be a good meeting to bring a guest or interested new member. So far this year we 

have added some new members, but we need to keep up the momentum to build up our council 

and make us a more vibrant contributor to the missions of our parishes and community. 

Speaking of Irish culture, Co chairs Paul Whyte and Martin Kerrigan are gearing up for the 

annual St. Patrick Day party. This year it will be on March 9. This is always a sellout and great 

fun with band, dancing, Irish steppers and great food, cooked to perfection by your own 

brothers. Let Paul or Martin know of your attendance, and don’t wait too long as demand may 

outpace supply. Let’s make it an all time record attendance. The beneficiaries will be local 

Catholic schools. Thank you Paul and Martin for your leadership. 

The St. Patricks Dinner committee will welcome volunteers. If you can help out, we would love 

to have you on board. 

We are planning a number of Lenten activities at our Hall in conjunction with the Evangelization 

Committees of our parishes. Please join us. 

There will be two movies shown. On March 19, “Of Gods and Men,” and on April 2, “The Making 

of the Divine Mercy Image.” We will provide popcorn and soda, so it will be an opportunity to 



become informed about important faith topics and the ambience of a movie theater. “Of Gods 

and Men” is an acclaimed French movie based on the book, “The Monks of Thibhrine, Faith, 

Love and Terror in Algeria.” 

 

Also in the works is a Family Catholic trivia night. This will be a funday for families, no entry fee. 

We will offer a fun evening focusing on Catholic topics. It will be an opportunity for our 

schoolchildren to experience a trivia night, requiring both knowledge and recall, as well, to learn 

a few things about the Catholic faith. But it will be a fun night, so spread the word. More details 

to follow. 

 

 

Sick and vigil 

Brothers, our most sacred duty is to our brother’s families, at times of need. That is the founding 

principle of our order. In order to be able to be responsive to such events in the future, I propose 

that we initiate a permanent sick and vigil committee that will be responsible to respond to 

families in cases of illness, death or other extraordinary event. If a few among us would 

volunteer for such a committee, I would very much appreciate it. It would provide a team able to 

be responsive in times of need and summon Council resources to meet any need. Please let me 

know if you have interest. I know going to wakes is not great fun. It is a way, however for the 

community to be responsive to families and share in their grief of the moment. Please help with 

this true need in our council 

 

Charity and Prayer 

The council has been very generous this year supporting a number of causes and I am very 

grateful for the generosity. We need to continue to consider needs, both monetary and spiritual 

that are very compelling from a Christian and societal standpoint. 

The Little Sisters of the Poor will be having their annual fundraising dinner on May 11. 

Please consider joining Cardinal Sean and the Little Sisters at the 4:30 Mass at the Jean 

Jugan residence in Somerville and the dinner at 6:00. The Sisters are dedicated to 

assisting the elderly poor in our communities. Also the residence has space available if 

anyone is aware of an elderly poor member of the community in need of either skilled 

nursing or rest home care (assisted living). If you have interest, please contact me at 

deeleypaulj@gmail.com. 

 

Keep in mind that a new summit is planned for later this month with Kim Jong-Un, 

President of North Korea. Our outdoor rosary and prayers were largely answered at the 

last Summit, so let’s all remember to pray for success and a resolution of the conflict at 

the upcoming summit. 

 

 

  

mailto:deeleypaulj@gmail.com


 

Membership.  

Consider inviting prospective members to our upcoming meetings. I’m sure there are many men 

in our circles that would enjoy the charity, unity and fraternity of our order. 

Many thanks to Ron Hadley for his leadership. Keep in mind that new members will help us 

invigorate and expand our work and continue the great efforts of our council over the years. 

Invite your family members, neighbors, fellow parishioners to consider membership. It’s every 

member’s responsibility to build up our council and thereby improve our parish life, our faith and 

our community. 

 

 

  

Supreme Council 

Brothers, we have received a request from Supreme Knight Carl Anderson and Archbishop Lori, 

Supreme Chaplain. Following is an edited version of the message. 

In August, the Knights of Columbus committed to work for repentance, renewal and 

rebuilding of the Church. That commitment continues today as the Church and her 

leaders continue to come to grips with the damage that the scandal and its perpetrators 

have done to victims and to the entire Body of Christ. We repeat today: “Above all else, 

Knights — and our chaplains — must embrace love of God and love of neighbor. This is 

Christ’s great commandment and the founding mission of our Order.” 

Now is the time for Brother Knights to be steadfast in our faith and in our support of the 

Church in forging a path of renewal and fraternity that puts Christ at the center. We must 

stand in solidarity with our priests and bishops, and join them and lay Catholics in forging 

a path of renewal and fraternity that puts Christ at the center. Only then can actions be 

taken to end this scourge. And in these dark days, we must not lose hope.  

This effort must start with prayer. Prayer must guide and inform the bishops meeting in 
Rome and the urgent renewal needed in dioceses and parishes around the world. So we 
invite every Brother Knight and your families to join us in praying a special “Novena for 
Repentance, Renewal and Rebuilding” from Feb. 20-28. Together, our prayers will make 
a difference.  

Fraternally, 

Carl A. Anderson 

Novena details on next page 

https://ai360.aristotle.com/public/AI360EmailTracking/Clickthrough.aspx?cdbID=a2165fa2-387a-4e39-8363-2076eac843b6&mactID=95895fdc-35e2-427d-bbc2-820082c702f4&atvID=0e84c698-05d5-4cc6-9554-d9ed6b24b9b6
https://ai360.aristotle.com/public/AI360EmailTracking/Clickthrough.aspx?cdbID=a2165fa2-387a-4e39-8363-2076eac843b6&mactID=95895fdc-35e2-427d-bbc2-820082c702f4&atvID=0e84c698-05d5-4cc6-9554-d9ed6b24b9b6


 



Note that all of our events, with times and other details, are on the council website, 

www.needhamkofc.org. We also have a facebook page, please connect and like us. Thanks to 

Ken Gustin for these communication improvements. They will help us in many ways, especially 

increasing our visibility in the community and gaining new membership.  

 

* * * 

 

In the “Building the Domestic Church” program, the Knights have designated February for 

honoring the Sacrament of Marriage. Ties in nicely with Valentines Day and where this newletter 

started. Following is brief Scripture Reading, Psalm 128 on the subject. 

 

  Blessed are those that fear the Lord, 

 

   And who walk in his ways 

 

  What your hands provide you will enjoy; 

 

   You will be blessed and prosper: 

 

  Your wife will be like a fruitful vine 

 

   Within your home 

 

  Your children like young olive plants 

 

   Around your table. 

 

  Just so will the man be blessed 

 

   Who fears the Lord 

 

I love these lines and they are very pertinent in 2019 despite being written 2000 or more years ago..   

Fraternally, 

Paul 

Grand Knight 

http://www.needhamkofc.org/

