
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Dear Brother Knights: 

Vivat Jesus! 

Our first meeting of the year was very positive for the council and its future. Membership 

approved a budget for the year and revisions to the allocation of charitable proceeds from our 

events in order to support scholarships for young parishioners seeking higher education. Also 

approved, and now up and running is our new website engineered and curated by Brother Ken 

Gustin. 

I invite all members to access the website and keep up to date on current Council events. In 

addition to general info and history of our Council and the K of C, there are also calendars of 

events for each month. Try it yourself at www.needhamkofc.org . Not only is the website a very 

useful addition to our internal communication system, it also reinforces our outreach to the larger 

community. As a K of C Council, we need to gain visibility in our community so we can grow 

and increase membership to continue the many good works that have defined Daniel Kennedy 

Council over the years. Kudos to Ken for his efforts and initiative on this important advance to 

Council capabilities. 

Thanks to Chris Kent for his head chef duties and to our members for their generous donations to 

the Needham Community Council. Our speaker, Jen Deluca, Executive Director of the Fisher 

House was excellent. Her witness to the great work of the Fisher House helped us to understand 

the service of our wounded vets and the sacrifices of their families. Thanks to Bob Timmerman 

for his leadership and to all who have supported it. 
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Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, truly present in the 

Holy Eucharist,  

I place my trust in you! 

http://www.needhamkofc.org/


 

October  

Brothers, October is full of important events. Note especially the following. 

The October meeting, Wednesday Oct 4, will feature very popular Phil Lavelle, head chef, 

always worth a visit. And don’t forget, Phil does not like to cook for less than 30. So be sure to 

turn out. Our speaker will be our own brother, Kevin McGuire. Kevin’s topic will cover security 

of internet and privacy. There is no more important topic today for our financial security as many 

of us have ceded lots of personal information to the internet. The news of the Equifax data 

breech reinforces the importance of this topic. Our charity of the month will be the Leukemia 

and Lymphoma Society. The Society is sponsoring a walk and we will have a number of teams 

participating. If interested, contact Ken Gustin or Mike Riley. Also you may donate on line or we 

will have a basket at the meeting to gather your donations. Check the website for details. As 

noted below, we have personal experience with this disease in our council. 

On October 1 at St. Bartholomew’s and October 15 at St. Joseph, we will be conducting 

membership drives under the leadership of our membership chair Ron Hadley. Please turn out to 

help and let Ron know your availability. We have to cover a lot of Masses, so many helpers will 

make the workload light. Thanks for your help. Also, let people in the community know of the 

plans, especially if they may be interested in membership. If each member talks to one or two 

people, we will be overwhelmed with new members. 

Monday, October 9, we will appropriately celebrate Columbus Day at the Hall. At the urging of 

our leadership, we have decided to combine the annual pasta dinner with the installation of 

officers. Accordingly, social hour will start at 5:00 PM, Installation at 6:00 PM and dinner at 

6:45 PM. Here is the announcement from Bob Timmerman, chair of the evening. 

The Annual Columbus Day Pasta Dinner will be held on Monday, October 9th., Dinner will 

include salad, bread pasta and chef Linda Riley's famous homemade sauce and meatballs. 

PLEASE BRING A DESERT TO SHARE. Proceeds from the dinner will go to the Leukemia 

and Lymphoma Society. As you are aware, brothers Herek Zwirello, Ken Gustin and Bill 

Flanagan have been battling this disease and Chef Linda Riley is a survivor of the disease.  The 

cost is $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for children under 12. 

Reservations are required no later than Friday 10/6. Please contact Bob Timmerman 

@ rtimmerman1021@yahoo.com  for reservations or if you can help out. 

Many thanks to Bob T and Mike Riley for putting this event together. By the way, in Puerto 

Rico, Columbus is so popular and integral to the history and culture, there are two Columbus 

Day holiday celebrations on the annual calendar.  So let’s come together and celebrate our 

longstanding customs. 

We need a strong turnout of members for this event to celebrate our leadership, our heritage as 

an order and a fun evening. So get your reservations in early, because this will be a sellout. 

mailto:rtimmerman1021@yahoo.com


Our DGK, Ted Harrigan attended the regional K of C meeting with Brian our district deputy. 

The request to our council was to put on first degrees every three or four months. Those 

interested in joining the team, please let me know and we will be honored to sponsor degrees for 

new K of C members. It will be a pleasure to have degrees for our own new recruits to the order 

right in our Hall. 

During October, we will start the tootsie roll drive. Our co chairs, Tom Fern and Ken Gustin, 

have been working hard on setting dates and times. If you go to the website you will have the 

latest info on times at Roche Brothers, Trader Joes and the parishes. This is an important event 

for the Knights and for our council and is a strong sign of our commitment to the disabled and a 

signal to the larger community of that commitment. Let’s plan on turning out in great numbers 

and bring in some serious dollars for the cause. Thanks to Tom and Ken for their leadership.  

Don’t forget first Saturday at the Hall for the men’s discussion group, led by our own DGK, Ted 

Harrigan. The gathering is an excellent chance to get together and discuss scripture as it applies 

to our own lives. Well worth the time. Thanks to Ted for his leadership. 

Also Marty will be gathering the singers at Briarwood on Saturday October 21 at 2:00 PM for 

October birthdays of the residents. Always fun and a genuine contribution to our community. 

Thanks Marty for your service and thanks to our membership for faithful attendance on a 

monthly basis.. 

November 

Our November meeting, on November 1 will feature our own Mike Riley, on the topic, “What is 

it like to be a sportscaster.” It will be a great opportunity to get Mike’s take on current issues and 

ask your questions. Thanks to Mike for making the time available and for all he has done for our 

Council. We need someone to step up and make dinner, so let me know if you can take over for 

November. 

Our charity for November will be support for Puerto Rico as it recovers from a devastating storm 

at a really bad time in its history. Let’s come up with some ways to help. It is personal to our 

council. 

We have been invited to speak to the Wings group at St. Joseph parish on November 9, 7:30 PM 

in the Linse Room. They are interested in the Knights and our activities, so it will be an 

opportunity to share. Please join us for the gathering. 

More to come, keep an eye on the events calendar on the website. 

Robbie Timmerman is talking about a spring fishing trip, keep an eye out for details. Male 

bonding opportunity. 

Also, looking ahead, we want to schedule a Holy Hour during Advent. If you are interested in 

working with our chaplain on this, let me  know. 

 

* * * 



 

We are certainly living in challenging times. Between storms, natural disasters, turmoil in many 

parts of the world, and divisiveness in our own environment, we need to pause and reflect. Was it 

worse in Fr. McGiveney’s time, back in 1882? Possibly, but the founding principles of the 

Knights of Columbus, charity, unity and fraternity have helped generations cope with the issues 

of the day. Not only cope but prevail. Let’s rededicate ourselves. Each in our own individuality, 

can be a positive influence. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

 

Paul 

Grand Knight 


