
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Dear Brother Knights: 

Vivat Jesus! 

Merry Christmas to all.  I am privileged to wish you and yours a Merry Christmas. I am happy that 

through the Knights and others, our society is recognizing the true nature of Christmas and why it is 

important to Christians everywhere. 

December 

We had a great turnout for our December meeting. During dinner, I was afraid Ron Hadley would have to 

wash and bake more potatoes to satisfy the line, but our intrepid team, led by Phil Lavelle anticipated the 

surge and provided a great dinner for our meeting. Thanks to Phil and Ron and all who helped. Our 

speaker was equally inspiring and reminding us, that not only does the Needham Community Council 

provide a food pantry for the less fortunate, but many services and support for the community at large. If 

you need a loan of a medical device or similar service, check it out. Many thanks to Ms. Sandy Robinson, 

Executive Director of the Needham Community Council and to Brother Paul Bacigalupo for setting up 

the event. Thanks also to all who contributed to the Charity of the month, Puerto Rican relief. 

We received a great report on the tootsie roll drive from Tom Fern and Ken Gustin co chairs. Thanks to 

all who participated and helped so generously to aid the less fortunate. The Knights are to be 

congratulated for the commitment to families with special needs. We are all grateful for the turnout of 

volunteers and I believe the numbers showed our largest collection ever. Great job all. 

 

Brother Bill Dermody provided an excellent draft of the Scholarship program requirements and the 

membership weighed in with comments. Shortly we will revise and finalize the document that will govern 

our program and start soliciting scholars in the spring. Thanks to Bill for his leadership and for all who 

participated. If you want to be on the Scholarship Committee, let me know. 
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Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, truly present in the 

Holy Eucharist,  

I place my trust in you! 



 

 

Marty sent in the following report for December at Briarwood. Thanks to Marty and all who participated. 

We had a great turnout at Briarwood today. 
 
Present: 
 
Mike Guarin (and saxophone) 
Jim Healy 
Tom Carey 
Dan Brennan 
Debra Lovett 
Margaret Pobywajlo (accompanist) 
Paul Bacigalupo 
Tony DiMatteo 
Chris Kent 
John Kent 
Bill Meisner 
Bill Dermody 
Ted Harrigan 
Tom (Santa) Harkins 
And myself 
 
Next month we go on January 20, 2018 
 
Merry Christmas! 

. 

 

God Bless 

.Marty C 

Deputy Grand Knight Ted Harrigan reports that the membership appreciated the Advent Holy Hour 

celebrated by our worthy chaplain, Fr. Stamm. Many thanks to Father for his pastoral care for the spiritual 

life of the men of the Council. 

Also, the men’s discussion group meets on Jan 6. It’s a great way to start the month. Thanks to DGK Ted 

for his leadership. 

 

January 

Our January meeting will be on January 3 and we have a great evening planned. Our Chef of the evening, 

Jim Malzone, has special menu items that will please all, authentic Malzone family recipes, a unique 

opportunity.  Join us and following the Phil Lavelle rule, we need at least 30 brothers for dinner. I think 

we had even more in November, but 30 is a minimum. 

 

Also, a very special treat will be brother Dan Kennedy speaking about Fr. Dan Kennedy, Jr., council 

namesake, the book Dan wrote about Fr. Dan, and some of his experiences since he wrote the book. Dan 

makes the story come alive and makes some very interesting points. This is one talk not to be missed, 

especially given the council’s association with Fr. Dan. 



Charity of the month will be the Needham Community Council. Please bring food, toilet paper, household 

needs, etc. I’ll send a reminder out before the meeting and list the most needed items for clients dealing 

with winter in Needham. You can check for yourself on the Needham Community Council website. 

February 

Our meeting will be on February 7. Fr. Dan Hennessey, Vocation Director of the Archdiocese will be our 

featured speaker. 

I need a volunteer or volunteers to cook for the council meeting. Let’s get imaginative. Please let me 

know. 

Its not too early to start working on the annual Super Bowl Party. We need auction items, volunteers and 

a big turnout in support of our seminarians. Let Bob T, Chris K or Paul B know if you want to be 

involved. Thanks for your leadership guys. As always, it should be great fun, and hopefully feature the 

home team.  

Charity 

The council has been very generous this year supporting a number of causes and I am very grateful for the 

generosity. I think we need to consider some needs that are a little more remote but very compelling 

needs from a Christian and societal standpoint. 

A. Support for Puerto Rico is an ongoing need and we have already provided some support, but must 

keep in mind that the needs are great. The people are suffering and forcing people to leave for the 

mainland does not sound like a humanitarian solution. Let’s think about ways we can intervene in 

the New Year. 

B. The Knights of Columbus have been very successful in supporting Iraqi Christians. Christian 

families have been decimated, driven from their villages and persecuted by ISIS. Today’s Wall 

Street Journal had a column written by William McGurn on the situation. Currently the life of 

Iraqi Christians is dire, but improving. It has been reported elsewhere, but importantly underlined 

by McGurn, that the Knights of Columbus are one of the few organizations that have been 

effective in delivering aid to Christians on the ground. We have been receiving regular appeals to 

help in this effort, and I think we should consider how best to respond within our limitation, but 

nevertheless meeting our responsibilities as Christians and Catholics. Please give this issue some 

thought and let’s decide how we can participate most effectively.   McGurn’s reporting indicate 

the fragile Christian community has fallen from 1.4 million to roughly 200,000 today according 

to Archbishop Warda. The Archbishop said, “In our own land we are exiles, we relate to the flight 

of the Holy Family into Egypt.” 

 

 

Membership.  

We have had several first degrees at our hall and are attempting to schedule others for new members. 

Many thanks to Ron Hadley for his leadership. Keep in mind that new members will help us invigorate 

and expand our work and continue the great efforts of our council over the years. Invite your family 

members, neighbors, fellow parishioners to consider membership. January would be a good time to invite 

members for dinner with Jimmy and to hear Dan Kennedy speak. It’s every member’s responsibility to 

build up our council and thereby improve our parish life, our faith and our community.  



Note that all of our events, with times and other details, are on the council website, 

www.needhamkofc.org. We also have a facebook page, please connect and like us. Thanks to Ken Gustin 

for these communication improvements. They will help us in many ways, especially increasing our 

visibility in the community and gaining new membership.  

 

* * * 

Fr. John McLaughlin reminded us that the sole traditional Christmas Carol written in the US is “O Little 

Town of Bethlehem.”  So as a tribute to the season, let’s enjoy the lyrics. 

 O little town of Bethlehem 

How still we see thee lie 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by 

Yet in the dark street shineth 

The everlasting light 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight 

 

For Christ is born of Mary 

And gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

Their watch of wondering love 

O morning stars, together 

Proclaim the Holy birth 

And praises sing to God the King 

And peace to men on earth 

    Philip Brooks, 1868 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas All 

   

Fraternally, 

Paul 

Grand Knight 

http://www.needhamkofc.org/

