
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Dear Brother Knights: 

Vivat Jesus! 

As we begin the Season of Lent, I have received Lenten reflections that I would like to share. 

For now, I’m going with Father McGann’s two word summary,” repent and renew”. Father noted 

at the 9:00 AM Mass on Ash Wednesday that it is his 68th year to preach the Lenten message 

as a priest of the Archdiocese. . Thank you Father McGann. Thanks for your faithfulness, your 

generous service and your example as a Catholic gentleman. Ad multos annos.  Let’s all do our 

part to repent and renew during the Holy Season of Lent this year. 

February 

February was a busy month for our council, but one thing that did not occur was our monthly 

meeting. It was a wintry New England evening featuring snow and ice, so we had to cancel. 

Nevertheless our intrepid brother and chef Chris Kent had the meal prepared and fearing 

neither snow nor ice, delivered everything to the police and fire departments. They loved it. Our 

Needham first responders very much appreciate your generosity 

Thanks to the hard work of many, the super bowl party was a blow out success, maybe not the 

game, but our seminarians will be the beneficiaries of the success of the party. The Chairs, Bob 

Timmerman, Chris Kent and Paul Bacigalupo really came through for us. Thanks to all who 

helped out and to all who came to enjoy the evening. It was great fun and the food was 

delicious. There were a lot of happy winners of squares, TV and raffle prizes. We appreciatee all 

who participated, and gave of their time and shared prizes, gift certificates and other fine food 

and drink. We also took a special time to acknowledge one of our brothers who worked 

tirelessly on the event, but could not be present. Thank you Ken Gustin for all your help with 

communications and local merchants. We look forward to your return. 
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Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, truly present in the 

Holy Eucharist,  

I place my trust in you! 



The Seminarian and Vocations Committee met and had a preliminary discussion on recipients 

of the proceeds. Further study is being undertaken under the leadership of Dan Kennedy, Chair 

of the Committee. We will be able to support four seminarians at St. John’s Seminary and also 

give a donation to the US Military Archdiocese for support for future chaplain seminarians as a 

result of the great job by all of you.  

Next week, Brother Dan Brennan will be leading a team to serve dinner at Father Bill’s. Thanks 

for your leadership Dan, and to all who participate. Let’s all work toward a society in which 

homes like Father Bill’s are no longer needed. While we are not yet there, stepping up and 

showing empathy and concern for the less fortunate is a very Christian, K of C thing to do. Great 

job folks. 

We had a big turnout for the Briarwood birthday celebrations on Saturday, February 17.. Thanks 

to Marty for his faithfulness and leadership. The Briarwood guests love the old tunes and 

Margaret, our accompanist does a great job. We appreciate all the brothers that turn out 

faithfully to honor the elderly in our community. Following is Marty’s report for February: 

We had a great turnout from the Knights today at Briarwood to celebrate February birthdays. 

 

Present were: 

 

Paul Bacigalupo 

Jack Gurkin 

Dan Brennan 

Deborah Lovett 

Margaret Pobywylo  (pianist) 

Tom Carey 

Tony DiMatteo 

Bill Dermody 

Chris Kent 

Jim Healy 

Ted Harrigan 

Paul Deeley 

Myself 

 

Next month we go on March 17. 

Erin go bragh 

 

Marty Cunnif 

 

We raised money for Puerto Rican relief at O’Hara’s Restaurant in Newton. Your presence was 

much appreciated, and we will be sending a check to Catholic Charities dedicating the 

contribution for Puerto Rico relief. Great job by Ken Gustin to set up the event and publicize it in 

the local press and parish bulletins, as well our website and Facebook page. Thanks Ken and to 

all who participated. It was a little challenging as the date was the day after the Super Bowl. But 

every donation helps and even though the task is daunting, there is a solution for the Island and 

its citizens. 

 

  



March  

 

March comes up quickly. Keep in mind our Men’s Discussion Group meets at 7:00 AM, starting 

with coffee and cake at 6:30 AM on March 3. DGK Ted Harrigan has shown great leadership 

and faithful stewardship for this event monthly on the first Saturday. Thanks Ted for your 

service. All are invited. It’s a great opportunity to discuss scripture with other men in a convivial 

environment. 

 

March is traditionally the time to honor Irish Culture in America and we will be no different at our 

March meeting on March 7. Our dinner speaker will be Seamus Mulligan of WROR fame. His 

topic will be Irish culture in America and rumor has it that he has lots of stories to tell. Should be 

fun. So come and enjoy the fraternity. Dinner at 6:30, featuring the long time chef team of Tom 

Harkins and Bob Payer. 

This would be a good meeting to bring a guest or interested new member. So far this year we 

have added a number of new members, but we need to keep up the momentum to build up our 

council and make us a more vibrant contributor to the missions of our parishes and community. 

 

Speaking of Irish culture, Co chairs Paul Whyte and Martin Kerrigan are gearing up for the 

annual St. Patrick Day party. This year it will be on March 10. This is always a sellout and great 

fun with band, dancing, Irish steppers and great food, cooked to perfection by your own 

brothers. Let Paul or Martin know of your attendance, and don’t wait too long as demand may 

outpace supply. Let’s make it an all time record attendance. The beneficiaries will be local 

Catholic schools. Thank you Paul and Martin for your leadership. 

The St. Patricks Dinner committee will meet on February 22 at 7:00 PM at the hall. If you can 

help out, we would love to have you on board. 

 

We have been asked to support, “Adaptive Finding God”. It is a series of modules for use by 

both of our parishes for religious education for special needs children. This will be on the 

agenda for our meeting and I urge your support. Support for the learning disabled and their 

families is an easy decision for the Knights of Columbus.. 

 

The Scholarship Committee has finalized their process and you should begin to see publicity on 

the subject. If you know a senior in High School, Needham resident, member of a Catholic 

parish, please encourage their participation. Details are available either on our website or at the 

offices at St. Barts and St. Joseph parish. Winners will be announced at our June meeting and 

all contestant graduating seniors will be invited to attend with their parents. Should give our 

June gathering a jolt of youthful energy.  Many thanks to Bill Dermody for his leadership and his 

committee for their work in establishing the ground rules and getting the program up and 

running. Great job. 



 

 

 

 

Now that Ken Gustin knows the O’Haras of Newton through the Puerto Rican fundraising event, 

he received a request to reciprocate and publicize their event at Sacred Heart Church in Newton 

on Sunday, March 4 at 1:15 PM. The parish is welcoming Father Leon Pereira, English 

speaking pastor of St. James Parish in Medjugorje, Bosnia. Medjugorge is visited by thousands 

of people each year as an unofficial Catholic pilgrimage. It is known to be the site of many 

conversions, healings, and the special place where it is believed the Blessed Mother appeared 

to six children in 1981. Any questions please email Frleonvisit@gmail.com. 

 

The Medjugorge story is especially significant for us in Needham, as we had a possible miracle 

of our own at Medjugorge. PGK Mike Gillis facilitated the pilgrimage of a young woman, 

diagnosed with terminal cancer, to Medjugorge a couple of years ago.. When she returned, she 

was completely cured. I urge everyone to learn more about Medjugore at this event. Click on the 

link below to see the flier.. 

O'Hara A2 card 

proof_3.pdf
 

 

April 

The April meeting will be on April 4. We look forward to a great turnout, as our speaker will be 

Bishop Bob Reed, Regional Bishop of the Western Region and Chair of Diocesan 

Communications. It is a great honor for our council to welcome Bishop Reed to our Hall. He is a 

great speaker and a wonderful priest and bishop. And if you don’t know him, your parents do 

from the daily mass on TV.                              

We need a strong turnout for this event, so please put it on your calendar now. Chris Kent will 

be chef for the evening and he promises a great meal. Additionally, we want the hierarchy of the 

diocese to be aware of the great fraternal and charitable spirit of the Daniel Kennedy Council of 

Needham. 

New Initiatives 

We have been requested by Supreme to nominate a member and his spouse, to be the 

designated couple to coordinate evangelization activities of our council. The Knights would like 

each council to designate a Building the Domestic Church Chaircouple. The couple would be 

responsible for coordination of council activities with our parishes and help the entire family to 

better understand their Catholic faith and put that faith into practice every day. It sounds like a 

very important and challenging assignment, but one of great impact. Let me know if you and 

mailto:Frleonvisit@gmail.com


your spouse would be interested in volunteering. You will be in contact with the Fraternal 

Mission Office of the Supreme Council. 

 

Regional Meeting 

 

Deputy Grand Knight Ted Harrigan and I attended the Regional Meeting of the Knights last 

week. Following are some news items from that gathering. 

One of the new membership initiatives is an e membership in the Order. For the first time, new 

members do not have to join a council for membership. One may join on line and be a full 

member. If eventually the e member wants to join a council, the Order will assist in that 

transition. Also the Order will push out information to the e membership, so if there are events 

that we want publicized that may benefit from wider participation, that will also be available. It 

seems like a positive step in connecting with millennials. 

Youth protection is a high priority. Anyone dealing with youth must take the requisite training 

and have a background check. Also leadership should take the training, and this is important 

and I strongly support the effort. I have taken the training personally and if others wish to follow, 

it is available for all. 

The Knights now offer a Knights of Columbus Massachusetts license plate. It gives the 

opportunity to display pride in membership and an opportunity to raise funds for the Knights of 

Columbus Charitable Foundation. If you are interested, let me know and I will provide the 

necessary information. There will be an auction for the first 100 numbers. If you want a low 

number K of C plate, you need to act by year end 2018. 

The Knights have teamed up with 1060 AM Catholic radio for support and volunteers. The 

station is seeking ambassadors that would be willing to assist in spreading the word to expand 

listenership and raise money. I have information on the program for anyone interested. 

State raffle tickets are now available. It’s a revenue sharing project, so part of the receipts go to 

our council. Also there have been some nice payoffs, so consider your participation. 

Sick and vigil 

Please keep brother John Kostuck in your prayers. He is hospitalized with pneumonia at Glover 

BID. 

  

Kudos 

Recently, our own Brother Dan Kennedy was honored by St. John’s Seminary. Dan was 

awarded The Archbishop John J. Williams Medal, “ Named after our founding father, this medal 

is awarded for Dan’s tireless efforts as an ambassador for SJS and the greater Church, and for 

his generous and unwavering support of the temporal life of Saint John’s Seminary.” 

Congratulations to Dan and for all of us, many thanks for your work for the Church, the council, 

our parish and our community. You have set an example for us. 



 

Charity 

The council has been very generous this year supporting a number of causes and I am very 

grateful for the generosity. We need to continue to consider needs that are very compelling from 

a Christian and societal standpoint. 

A. Support for Puerto Rico is an ongoing need and we have already provided support, but 

must keep in mind that the needs are great. The people are suffering and forcing people 

to leave for the mainland does not sound like a humanitarian solution. Thanks in 

advance. 

 

B. The Knights of Columbus have been very successful in supporting Iraqi Christians. 

Christian families have been decimated, driven from their villages and persecuted by 

ISIS. Currently the life of Iraqi Christians is dire, but improving. The Knights of Columbus 

are one of the few organizations that have been effective in delivering aid to Christians 

on the ground. We have been receiving regular appeals to help in this effort, and I think 

we should consider how best to respond within our limitation, but nevertheless meeting 

our responsibilities as Christians and Catholics. Please give this issue some thought and 

let’s decide how we can participate most effectively.   The fragile Christian community 

has fallen from 1.4 million to roughly 200,000 today according to Archbishop Warda, 

bishop of Erbil. The Archbishop said, “In our own land we are exiles, we relate to the 

flight of the Holy Family into Egypt.” 

 

C. The Little Sisters of the Poor will be having their annual fundraising dinner on May 19. 

Please consider joining Cardinal Sean and the Little Sisters at the 4:30 Mass at the Jean 

Jugan residence in Somerville and the dinner at 6:00. The Sisters are dedicated to 

assisting the elderly poor in our communities. Also the residence has space available if 

anyone is aware of an elderly poor member of the community in need of either skilled 

nursing or rest home care (assisted living). If you have interest, please contact me at 

deeleypaulj@gmail.com. 

 

D. PGK Mike Riley is planning a Trivia night in the next few weeks to benefit the Ching 

Education fund. There is a great line that “Charity begins at home.” We very much want 

to support the family, who so tragically lost their mother. We need a great turnout for this 

event and please keep Matt and the boys in your prayers. Date to be announced. 

 

 

Membership.  

Consider inviting prospective members to our upcoming meetings. I’m sure there are many men 

in our circles that would enjoy the charity, unity and fraternity of our order. 

Many thanks to Ron Hadley for his leadership. Keep in mind that new members will help us 

invigorate and expand our work and continue the great efforts of our council over the years. 

Invite your family members, neighbors, fellow parishioners to consider membership. It’s every 



member’s responsibility to build up our council and thereby improve our parish life, our faith and 

our community.  

 

Note that all of our events, with times and other details, are on the council website, 

www.needhamkofc.org. We also have a facebook page, please connect and like us. Thanks to 

Ken Gustin for these communication improvements. They will help us in many ways, especially 

increasing our visibility in the community and gaining new membership.  

 

* * * 

 

In the “Building the Domestic Church” program, the Knights have designated February for 

honoring the Sacrament of Marriage. Ties in nicely with Valentines Day. Following is brief 

Scripture Reading, Psalm 128 on the subject. 

 

  Blessed are those that fear the Lord, 

 

   And who walk in his ways 

 

  What your hands provide you will enjoy; 

 

   You will be blessed and prosper: 

 

  Your wife will be like a fruitful vine 

 

   Within your home 

 

  Your children like young olive plants 

 

   Around your table. 

 

  Just so will the man be blessed 

 

   Who fears the Lord 

 

   

Fraternally, 

Paul 

Grand Knight 

http://www.needhamkofc.org/

