
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Dear Brother Knights: 

Vivat Jesus! 

Happy New Year. Following is the first newsletter of 2018 and best wishes to all recipients. May 

your year be happy and prosperous and hopeful for the good news of our faith. Our message is 

both fraternal and hopeful as we size up the challenges and opportunities ahead. Our council is 

strong and 2018 is another opportunity to contribute to our works, increase our numbers and 

expand our influence as a force for good in our local community and the larger society. 

I begin with condolences to our brother Matt Ching and his family as they mourn the loss of their 

wife and mother Jennie. Thank you to DGK Ted Harrigan for his leadership to coordinate the 

council’s participation in the wake and funeral and to the many brothers that visited with and 

supported Matt. Matt is our brother and his burden is our burden. The Ching family has been 

suddenly and deeply affected and we offer our thoughts and prayers for the repose of the soul 

of Jennie and for the well being of Matt and his sons. Recovery will be difficult, and families 

need support. For all who have responded to the family’s needs, I thank you, and to those who 

have the capacity, I invite you to the go fund me page at 

https://www.gofundme.com/jennychingmemorial Thanks in advance and please keep the Chings in 

your prayers. 

 

January 

Our January meeting was a great success. The evening started with a nice crowd for the 

awesome dinner provided by chef Jim Malzone and brother Mike Fraini. It was a nice old 

fashioned Italian feast. We need that team back soon. Thanks to you both, and thanks to all 

who assisted. 
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Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, truly present in the 

Holy Eucharist,  

I place my trust in you! 

https://www.gofundme.com/jennychingmemorial


Our speaker was excellent. Our own brother Dan Kennedy did a fine job conveying his family’s 

journey, from parenting to the death of a son and brother, to a champion for the priesthood.  

Thank you to Dan for his distinguished presence, his example as a Catholic gentleman and his 

generous sharing with our council about writing a book and his experiences since the 

publication. 247 Days is a compelling chronicle of the journey of Fr. Dan, Jr. and I urge all to 

read it.  Dan indicated that book sales profits are contributed to a scholarship fund at the 

seminary.  Recently, sales are slowing and consequently, contributions to the seminary are 

diminishing. We are undertaking through our website and other avenues to improve sales. 

Thanks to Ken Gustin for his leadership and if anyone has further marketing ideas, let us know 

and we will pursue them. We all have a responsibility to encourage vocations and our council 

has taken leadership on this for many years. More to follow on the subject, especially during the 

month of February. 

Your donations to the Needham community council at the January meeting were warmly 

received and thanks to DGK Ted Harrigan for overseeing this effort. We had numerous 

contributions and some very generous donations from our chef partners. Appreciated by all, 

especially those who have less than we do. Thanks brothers, you are true Christians. 

Many thanks to brother Ryan Sullivan for his leadership on the free throw contest. This is a long 

standing event on the council’s calendar and one we need to build upon. Our outreach to the 

young people of the community is important and should occupy all of our attention. Thank you 

Ryan. 

Great report from Marty on the turnout for December at Briarwood. Thanks to all who 

participated. This is a unique opportunity for us to remember older citizens among us and kudos 

to Marty and all who accompany him monthly. Following is the January announcement for this 

Saturday. 

Hello All, 
We meet this Saturday from 2PM to 3PM in the First Floor dining room of Briarwood 
Healthcare to celebrate the January birthdays of residents and sing old songs.  Birthday Cake for 
all! 
The residents love it and its a fun time while doing good. 
 
Hope you can make it. 
 
God Bless. 
 
Marty Cunniffe 
 

February 

The February meeting will be on Feb 7. We look forward to a great turnout, as our speaker will 

be Fr. Dan Hennessey, Vocations Director of the Archdiocese. Fr. Hennessey has been a great 

friend of our council and is a very interesting speaker. 

At this writing, we are seeking a chef, or team, to cook for the evening and we also need chef 

volunteers for the months March through June. Get your intentions in now, so you have your 



preferred time. Thanks to all who have stepped up and don’t hesitate to step up again. Thanks 

for your generosity. 

Vocations and seminarian support are our themes for February, I suggest our charity of the 

month could be seminarian support. We will have a basket at the meeting to encourage 

donations to supplement the funds raised at the Super Bowl party. If for some reason you are 

unable to make the party, this will be an opportunity to participate. 

  

Even before our monthly meeting, don’t forget our fundraiser for Puerto Rican relief on Feb 5.. O 
Hara's restaurant has agreed to donate 10% of all receipts from people eating either lunch or 
dinner on Monday February 5. Please spread the word and put it on your own calendars. Take 
your sweetheart or BF to lunch or dinner and call it an early Valentine celebration. Its a good 
way to beat the crowds and the food at O Hara's is delish. Or just go out with the family for the 
fun. 
  
Ken Gustin is promoting this on our website, in the parish bulletins and local papers. The article 
he wrote for the newspapers is outstanding and hopefully you will read it shortly. But we need to 
fill the place, lines out the door. That is a great way to get O'Hara's excited about collaborating 
with the K of C. 
 
I kind of like the K of C emblem on a pint of Guiness. 
 

  



 

  

Here are Ken's instructions: 
  
  
 IMPORTANT:  I want to be sure we FILL O'Hara's for both lunch and dinner on Monday, Feb. 
5th.  So I want to be sure everyone knows about this right away and that we not only need to go 
ourselves, we need to make our families and friends aware as well.  Circle the date on your 
calendars! 
  
VERY IMPORTANT:  In order for the 10% to go to Hurricane Relief, they MUST show the ad on 
their phones (at the bottom of our home page), or bring the ad cut out of the paper, or a print out 
of it.  They cannot simply say that's why they are there.  A picture of the ad is attached. 
  
I'm very excited about this, and pray we can generate a very significant amount of money for the 
good people of Puerto Rico!  Thanks for all your support in this effort! 
  
Thank you Ken. Even though the storm was some months ago, there is still much work needed 
to restore power, drinking water, infrastructure, etc. The people of Puerto Rico need our help 
and are deserving of it. Please help us love our neighbor. It's a commandment. 
  
Thank you brothers and I appreciate your help in spreading the word. Thank you Ken for your 
efforts. 
 
  



The big event for February is yet to come, the annual Super Bowl Party. Bob T., Chris Kent and 
Paul B are teaming up to present one of our more popular events of the year. We don’t yet know 
the teams playing, but keep your fingers crossed. This is a great event and the proceeds are 
scholarships for seminarians, what could be better during this month in our council history. 

  

Worthy Brothers, 

Bring your families!  Tell your friends!  The day is fast approaching for the 

council's annual Super Bowl Party!  The BIG game will be shown on THREE 

big screen TV's this year! 

Details are below: 

Date: Sunday February 4, 2018 

Time:  Doors open at 4:30, game begins at 6:30 

Admission: $30.00 (includes pregame appetizers, dinner,  plus 

there will be a cash bar and prizes.  

Proceeds:  Go to assist our seminarians studying for the Priesthood 

Additionally: 

$1.00, $5.00 and $10.00 squares will be available 

There will be 2 separate raffles   

First:  Your choice of one of TWO 40 inch Smart TVs or a Lottery 

Scratch Ticket board ($150 face value) for $10.00 per 

ticket 

Second: The usual raffle table of sports memorabilia, tickets to sporting 

events, restaurant gift cards, etc. 

 

Donations for this table are needed and greatly appreciated as this is a big 

source of revenue for the event. 

 

For more information please visit The Super Bowl Party page of the website 

at https://www.needhamkofc.org/super-bowl-party-2018  or contact Bob 

Timmerman (rtimmerman1021@yahoo.com).   

https://www.needhamkofc.org/super-bowl-party-2018
mailto:rtimmerman1021@yahoo.com


 

The event info has been sent to both Needham newspapers and both 

parishes to publish in their bulletins.   

 

As always, help to set up before the event and break down after the event is 

warmly welcomed!  This is a great opportunity for the newer members to learn 

about all that needs to happen to host a great event like this, so don't be shy 

about volunteering if you have the availability.  You'll learn a lot and everyone 

benefits. The more the merrier! 

 

On February 4th, "The place to be is the K of C!" 

 

 

There has been much activity and plans regarding vocations and seminarians at our 

council. Additionally, as I indicated at our January meeting, we have been requested to 

support seminarians in training for the military chaplaincy. In order to best coordinate                                                                   

we have decided to set up a continuing committee to coordinate all of our vocation 

related efforts. Chairing the committee, Vocations and Seminarian Support, will be Dan 

Kennedy. DGK Harrigan and I will be members of the committee. If you have interest in 

joining this effort, please let me know. 

 

Also, the men’s discussion group was postponed and will be meeting on Jan 20. It’s a great way 

to share with other men the readings of the week and fraternity. Thanks to DGK Ted for his 

leadership. In February, it will revert to the normal schedule on the first Saturday. Coffee on at 

6:30 AM, weather permitting. 

 

Charity 

The council has been very generous this year supporting a number of causes and I am very 

grateful for the generosity. We need to continue to consider some needs that are a little more 

remote but very compelling from a Christian and societal standpoint. 

A. Support for Puerto Rico is an ongoing need and we have already provided support, but 

must keep in mind that the needs are great. The people are suffering and forcing people 

to leave for the mainland does not sound like a humanitarian solution. Our O’Hara’s 

Restaurant event will be a nice response if everyone gets behind it and makes it a 

success. Thanks in advance. 

 



B. The Knights of Columbus have been very successful in supporting Iraqi Christians. 

Christian families have been decimated, driven from their villages and persecuted by 

ISIS. Currently the life of Iraqi Christians is dire, but improving. The Knights of Columbus 

are one of the few organizations that have been effective in delivering aid to Christians 

on the ground. We have been receiving regular appeals to help in this effort, and I think 

we should consider how best to respond within our limitation, but nevertheless meeting 

our responsibilities as Christians and Catholics. Please give this issue some thought and 

let’s decide how we can participate most effectively.   The fragile Christian community 

has fallen from 1.4 million to roughly 200,000 today according to Archbishop Warda, 

bishop of Erbil. The Archbishop said, “In our own land we are exiles, we relate to the 

flight of the Holy Family into Egypt.” 

 

 

Membership.  

Most recently we had a first degree in our hall for Chris Gillis, our newest member and the first 

of 2018. Welcome Chris, we are happy to have you in our ranks. Let’s make Chris the first of 

many new members in the new year.. 

Many thanks to Ron Hadley for his leadership. Keep in mind that new members will help us 

invigorate and expand our work and continue the great efforts of our council over the years. 

Invite your family members, neighbors, fellow parishioners to consider membership. It’s every 

member’s responsibility to build up our council and thereby improve our parish life, our faith and 

our community.  

 

Ron Hadley has requested information for the annual membership survey. Please cooperate 

with Ron’s request. 

 

Note that all of our events, with times and other details, are on the council website, 

www.needhamkofc.org. We also have a facebook page, please connect and like us. Thanks to 

Ken Gustin for these communication improvements. They will help us in many ways, especially 

increasing our visibility in the community and gaining new membership.  

 

* * * 

 

 

The inspirational message of the month is: 

 

http://www.needhamkofc.org/


  
 

 

 

   

Fraternally, 

Paul 

Grand Knight 


