
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Dear fellow knights: 

Vivat Jesus! 

Council leadership has been busy over the summer preparing for the upcoming fraternal year. In 

today’s letter I will bring everyone up to date on plans for the fall. 

As I related last month, the council leadership has decided to focus on attracting new members, 

new ideas and a renewed commitment to our council. This goal will pervade through all of our 

forthcoming activities and help shape how we approach our activities and events. Especially 

important will be working more closely with our parish priests and staff. 

During the summer we met with both St. Bartholomew and St. Joseph pastors. It was a privilege 

and great fun to present a wheel chair for use in the respective churches, in the event that a 

visitor needs the service. Thank you all on behalf of the priests and parishioners for this 

thoughtful, generous and useful gift. 

We also scheduled two membership drives at the parishes. 

At St. Bartholomew, on October 1, we will participate in the Parish community day. 

On October 15, we will be present at all the masses at St. Joseph for a membership drive. 

Please keep these dates in mind. We will need a good turnout to speak to and attract new 

members to our council. Further details will be released on plans for these events under the 

leadership of our very capable Chancellor and Chair of the membership committee Ron Hadley.  
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Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, truly present in the Holy 

Eucharist,  

I place my trust in you! 



 Our pastors are supportive of the council and want to collaborate with us on activities and we 

are actively seeking ways to do so that would be meaningful for our council, our parishes and our 

community. 

 

 

Budget Committee 

The budget committee under the chairmanship of our very capable Treasurer Tom Fern, met 

during the summer. 

We reviewed the state of our finances and, although healthy financially, we reduced our reserve 

over $ 3,000 due to unbudgeted spending approved by the membership during the past year. The 

reserve is still adequate, but a continuation of this practice will eliminate the reserve in short 

order, and we will be unable to respond when more difficult times face us in the future. This 

would be imprudent. Accordingly, we will try to be disciplined and respect the budget process 

during this fraternal year. 

The committee also used the opportunity to discuss the purpose and underlying reason for our 

charitable works of mercy in an effort to prioritize spending. In other words, why do we support 

a certain charity and not others? Mentioned were 1.) need and 2.) Church or community based. 

An additional consideration, does the charitable work provide visibility to the Daniel Kennedy 

council, such that new potential candidates may be encouraged to explore joining our order and 

becoming a member? This criteria may not apply to all charitable works, but must be part of our 

planning in this day and age of maintaining relevance to our constituency. In summary, at least 

part of our decision criteria on charitable awards should be a consideration of positive feedback 

to the council as a meritorious organization worthy of consideration for membership. We are 

actively seeking opportunities that meet these criteria. 

Let’s remind ourselves of Pope Benedict XVI’s words that there are three unique elements to 

fruitful Christian charity that distinguish it from any other form of social assistance: a heartfelt 

concern for the other person’s humanity, a “heart which sees” and faith.1 

One idea was to offer scholarships to Catholic students, members of our parishes, pursuing 

higher education. This effort would connect us to Catholic students and families at a transitional 

time in the life of the family with positive support. Over time, we will create a connection with 

numerous Catholic families in a personal way that may have otherwise not known about us and 

our works. Focusing our efforts on Catholic parishioners, contributing to their development as 

educated citizens of faith would enable us to meet the criteria of Pope Benedict. Brother Bill 

Dermody has agreed to chair the Scholarship Committee. Please let Bill know if you are 

interested in joining the committee and supporting this important initiative. 

                                                           
1 Deus caritas est 



The committee considered ways to fund the scholarships. Since we have solidly committed our 

ongoing budget to various worthy community and church organizations, we needed to identify 

new sources for a scholarship fund. Suggestions are welcomed from the membership on that 

subject. Also, a budget committee proposal will be submitted to the membership on 

disbursement of funds for fundraising activities to favor the scholarship fund. The proposal for 

consideration will change the rules for the disbursement of funds for our normal fundraising 

events. If approved by the membership, all fundraising activities will have 10% of the net 

distributed to the scholarship fund before the charity receives the balance. The thinking is that 

the existing beneficiaries of our fundraising will not be overly negatively impacted by $100 to 

$200 less in their award, but taken together will be possible funding for at least two $ 1,000 

scholarships to graduating seniors from our parishes. 

This is one proposal for updating of our charitable works of mercy and others are welcome. 

Please contact me or members of the budget committee with your ideas. 

Meetings 

Our first meeting will be on September 6, 2017. Dinner at 6:30, speaker at 7:00, rosary at 7:40 

and meeting at 8:00. Dinner under command and control of acclaimed chef Chris Kent, speaker 

through Brother Bob Timmerman’s efforts, Ken DeLuca of the Fisher House. As many of you 

know we have supported Fisher House, a great resource for veterans and their families. Budget 

discussions on the agenda. Our charity for the first meeting will be the Needham Community 

Council. It may come as a surprise, but more than 300 families access the community council in 

our town. We are presently exploring their needs and will send out an email before the meeting. 

The second meeting of the year is on October 4, 2017. Same schedule as above. Chef of the 

evening, the ever popular Brother Phil Lavelle. Remember Phil does not like to cook for less 

than 30 for dinner. Our speaker will be our own Brother Kevin McGuire of Integrity Computer 

Consultants. Kevin will bring us up to date and answer all your questions about the internet, 

email, computer security, etc. It should be an informative and useful meeting. On the agenda will 

be ways to enhance our public face, so we are seen as an integral part of the local faith 

community. Also, we need an idea for a charity to support for the October and November 

meetings. 

We are still in need of speakers for future meetings. Let me know your suggestions and ideas. 

Bishop Robert Reed, Regional Metro West Regional Bishop and Catholic TV CEO will be our 

speaker for the April meeting. That will be a big crowd, given Bishop Reed’s visibility and 

charisma, so we will need to step up. Also I need chef volunteers for November and all next 

year. Thanks in advance.  

Weekly Mass and Reconciliation Schedule 

St. Josephs - St. Josephs - Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM, Sunday - 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) Saturday from 3 to 4 p.m.  

St. Bartholomew- Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM, Sunday- 8:00, 9:45, & 11:30 am  

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) Saturdays 3:15-3:45 p.m.  



Mary Immaculate of Lourdes- Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM, Sunday- 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 

AM, 5:30 PM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) Saturday 8:30 to 9:00 am and 3:30 to 4:00 pm 

Sunday 11:30 am to 12:30 p.m.  

 

Men’s Group 

The Men’s Group is ably guided by our own DGK Ted Harrigan. It meets the first Saturday of 

each month, rain or shine, even on holiday weekends. Ted is there at 6:30 am, to set up coffee 

and light breakfast. The group officially starts it meeting at 7:00 am and ends promptly at 8:00 

am allowing plenty of time to get to the First Saturday mass at St. Joseph’s should you wish to 

attend. During the hour, the meeting is centered on a robust discussion of the Sunday mass 

readings and how the readings affect our daily lives as Catholics. The group is not limited to just 

members of the council. You need to be there to really understand what a wonderful group this 

is, so try it out. You will not be disappointed.  

The Men’s Group meetings are as follows: 

 September 2, 2017 

 October 7, 2017 

Briarwood 

Come join us as the council continues one of its most important community events. All are 

welcome to this event that is so special to the residents at Briarwood. The event is the third 

Saturday of each month. All talent level are welcome. In my experience, no resident has 

complained about the sound. Thank you to Marty Cunniffe and all the other Knights and their 

guests who brighten up the spirits of the Briarwood community each month. Upcoming dates are 

as follows:  

 September 16, 2017 

 October 21, 2017 

Respect Life 

We hope to have a gathering at St. Mary Cemetery at the memorial to the unborn on September 

9. Save the date, more details to follow from the Respect Life Committee. 

 

 

 

 



Many thanks for the confidence shown in me and my fellow officers. We are all working toward 

our priorities of charity, unity and fraternity. Also, in view of the current trend, which I learn 

from my grandchildren, it hasn’t happened unless there is a picture, enclosed are some recents. 

Long letter, I hope I haven’t tired my audience. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Paul Deeley, Grand Knight 

 

 

 

Fr. Derek, Ted and Paul at St. Bartholomew Parish, August 2017 



 
  

Fr. David Michael and Paul in St Joseph Parish, August 2017 


